
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
Annette Davis 

STANDARD PRACTICE 

All Department of Behavioral Health and contract agency facilities must provide voter 
registration services to mental health consumers age eighteen (19) and over in 
accordance with the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and DMH. Information 
Notice No. 95-19 and 96-03. 

To establish procedures for voter registration of mental health consumers in 
Department of Behavioral Health facilities, to ensure compliance with the NVRA. 

I11 PROCEDURE 

A. For each Department of Behavioral Health facility, one person shall be 
assigned to coordinate and be responsible for voter registration materials. 
Each clinic is responsible for informing the secretary to the Deputy Director of 
Administrative Services of the name and phone number of the designee. 

B. Department of Behavioral Health facilities shall obtain voter registration 
forms, notices and other materials necessary for the voter registration process 
from the Property Management Unit of Administrative Services Division of the 
Department of Behavioral Health. Contract agencies will order forms from 
the San Bernardino County Registrar of Voters. Voter registration materials 
shall be displayed in all facilities in a prominent place, such as the counter 
where consumers check in for services. 

C. Providers should attempt to offer voter registration services at the initial 
interview at point of entry into the Department of Behavioral Health for mental 
health consumers, except where the mental health consumer is in a crisis 
situation. Once a consumer is determined to no longer be in a crisis situation, 
and capable of making decisions, the voter registration services should be 
offered as soon as possible. 

D. Consumers shall be provided voter registration forms and offered voter 
registration assistance during the applicationlintake, (in the office or in the 
field). Consumers who are not registered to vote and are currently receiving 
services shall be offered voter registration services at their next appointment. 



The level of assistance for registration should be equal to that which is 
provided for completing other forms for mental health services. This may 
include interpreter services or services to consumers who are physically 
disabled, blind and visually impaired. 

-'% 

E. If the consumer is physically or mentally disabled and cannot sign the voter 
registration form, they should mark X on the signature line and it should be 
witnessed by the assisting staff person and one other witness. 

I F. Consumers must be informed of the following: I 

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

I 1. To register to vote in California, you must: I 

No 2-1.36 l ~ ~ u t  10196 

a. Be a citizen of the United States; 
b. Live in the State of California; 
c. Be at least 18 years of age by the date of the next election, and; 
d. Not currently be in prison or on parole for the conviction of a 

felony, or be judged by a court to be mentally incompetent to 
vote. 

STANDARD PRACTICE PACE 2 or 3 

Under state and federal law, it is a crime to submit a voter registration 
affidavit if you know you are not eligible to register to vote. 

G .  The staff person assisting the consumer must assure that the forms are 
completed and signed by the consumer. The staff person does not have to 
complete Box 13, (if someone helps fill out or keeps this form, see instructions 
below), nor the registration form receipt stub. The assisting staff person, must 
however, complete the bottom portion of the declination form. 

H. Voter registration forms in languages other than English will be made available 
by the local County Elections Office. If the consumer wishes a form in a 
language other than those available, provide that person with the Secretary of 
State's toll free number: 1 (800) 345-VOTE. 

I. If a consumer informs the service provider that helshe has a change of 
address, the consumer must be offered the opportunity to update their voter 
registration by giving or mailing a voter registration fonn to that person. 

J.  Do not refuse to provide voter registration services to any consumer. If the 
consumer is under conservatorship, the guardian is to be informed that voter 

. -- registration services are being offered to the consumer. No applicant is to be 
refused the right to complete the registration form. 

K. Flagging, (see IV C), should be used by the service provider when there is I 
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reason to believe that the applicant does not meet voter eligibility 
requirements. Do not make any permanent marks on the form. Do not flag 
questionable registrations in the presence of the consumer. No flagging is 
needed if the mental health consumer elects to take the form with W h e r .  

IV RECORD-KEEPING AND REPORTING 

A. The designee for each Department of Behavioral Health clinic will be 
responsible for preparing and submitting the monthly Voter's Registration 
Tally form to the secretary to the Deputy Director of Administrative Services 
by the fifth working day of the following month. 

B. To maintain confidentiality standards, the facility will retain copies of voter 
registration fonns for two (2) years and shall file these forms and other voter 
registration materials separately form other forms for the consumers, ( i s . ,  
case files). 

C. On a daily basis, forward completed forms, including flagged registration to: 

Registrar of Voters 
777 East Rialto Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA 92408-9910 

D. Flagged forms would have a red 1" x 1 314" self-adhesive tape flag attached, 
indicating which eligibility requirement is in question. 

, I 

Attachments: DMH Information Notice No. 95-19, dated November 30, 1995 
DMH Information Notice No. 96-03, dated March 12, 1996 

AD:cc 
Attachments 
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Attachment I 

VOTER S REG 3 ISTRATION 

CLINIC 

MONTHMIAR 

1 

Number of Clients who 
Declined 

Number of Forms Sent to 
Registrar of Voters 

3 

Number of Forms Given to 
Clients 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY 7'675s m~.csulwo~ 

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 

'T - Pm S l R E n  
AMENTO. CA V S 1 1  

- 
November 30, 1995 

DMH INFORMATION NOTICE NO.: 95-19 

LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH DIRECTORS 
LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM CHIEFS 
LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATORS 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
CHAIRPERSONS, MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARDS 

SUBJECT : NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT (NVRA) 

REFERENCE : NATIONAL W T E R  REGISTRATION ACT 
42 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 1973gg 

EXPIRES: Retain Until Superseded 

The purpose of this notice is to provide implementation 
instructions on the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) of 1983 
to those providing services in the mental health system. The mnu 
(attached) was effective January 1, 1995. 

Thjs federal Act requires that voter registration services be 
provided by State-funded programs primarily engaged in providing 
services to persons, with disabilities. 

BACKGROUND 

California's plan for implementation of the NVRA has been 
submitted by Governor Wilson and approved by the United States 
District Court (see attached). The court has ordered that 
California's NVRA plan be implemented. As state and county mental 
health programs have been identified as voter registration 
agencies since they constitute State-funded programs primarily 
engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities, these 
instructions are being provided to assist in implementing the 
court order. 

TO maintain c~nfidentiality standards, voter registration ferns 
and all other voter registration materials must be kept separat2 
from other forms for persons receiving mental health services- 

C00RDIErATIOP OF FnCRA WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

The Secretary of State (SOS) or county elections officials will 
provide all forms, notices and other materials necessary for the 
voter registration process. Forms include the standard voter 
registration form and a separate camera ready instructional and 
declaration form which provides questions and information on vat= 
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registration and includes an acknowledgment line to be signed 
by the person receiving mental health services. 

APPLICATION TO REGISTER TO VOTE 

The Act and the interpretation of the court requires that 
-voter registration services be provided when mental health 

. services are provided. It is the intent of the Department of 
Mental Health that NVRA be implemented with minimal program 
disruption. In this regard voter registration would be 
inappropriate in crisis situations. Confidentiality will be 
ensured by use of a standard California Mail Voter 
Registration Form. The instruction and declaration form will 
be retained by the county. 

VOTER REGISTRATION FORM 

If assistance in completing the Voter Registration Form is 
requested, the NVRA requires the same level of assistance, as 
is provided in completing forms for mental health services. 
The NVRA prohibits any person who provides voter registration 
services from: seeking to influence an applicant's political 
preference or party registration; displaying any political 
preference; making any statement or taking any action to 
discourage registration or leaving an applicant with the 
impression-that a decision to register or not to register has 
any bearing on the availability of services. 

The person receiving mental health services can take the pre- 
addressed, postage paid mail-in Voter Registration Form and 
mail it or may leave the form with the person providing voter 
registration senrices for transmittal to election officials. 
All completed forms accepted must be mailed to the 
appropriate election official within ten days after the date 
of the acceptance unless the registration fona is accepted 
within five days before the last day for registration to vote 
in an election. In the latter case, the Registration Form 
must be transmitted no later than five days after the date of 
acceptance by the mental health provider. The SOS suggests 
that the forms regularly be mailed within five days in order 
to avoid confusion and possible delays in submission. 

The State plan of implementation approved by the court 
includes the "flaggingn of questionable registration forms 
whera there is specific knowledge that the applicant does not 
meet voter eligibility requirements. Please note that no 
applicant is to be refused the right to complete the 
registration form. Decisions regarding registration will be 
made by the county registrar or Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State, as the Chief Elections Official in 
California, and the County Registrars of voters, will provide 
training materials, forms, and voter registration procedures. 
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To assist designated voter registration offices with 
implementation of the NVRA, the SOS's office has made a 
training manual and video available- To obtain copies of 
these training materials, contact your county's Registration 
and Elections Office. 

If you have any questions regarding the information in 
this notice, you may contact Kaye Antel-Berenson at 
(916) 654-0543. 

GARY I(E- 
""jpl.e; ) 
~ y s  tern 

Attachments 



XATIOSAL VOTER FtEGISTR.4TIOS ACT OF 1993 
(PLBLIC LAW 103-31 - bIXY 10, 1993) 

Revired 5'10195 
iL ,, - 

An Act 

To cmblish maoral votcr registradon proctdurts for F t d t d  c!t.:rions. and for othtt p q s e ,  

Be k macrcd @ h e  SCM.*C and House o fRc~rese~m~ves  ofrhe t'nired S f c f e ~  qfdrnetfca in Con8tcsS 
arsemi,Lcd. 

SEC I .  SRORT TRLE. 
This Act may be ciud as the 'Faaonai Votrr Re-@maon Act of 1993'. 

SEC. I .  FIiVDIXGS AVD PLrRPOSES. 
(a) FI.M)LYGS.- The C o n - ~ r ~ s  finds bat - 

(I) tDe right of c i k u  of the Cnired S a c s  m vote it a thdamenol ri@t: 
(1) it is drt duly of rhe FtQerjl. SUE. and 10ul p ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~  to pmno~c be cxt r t ix  of th;it 

right: and 
(3) discrhimtory and unfiir regismaon laws and prmdurcs mu have a dirt3 a& &magq 

t5e;t on vou: ~arrisiparioa in t!t.:=iom for F t & a l 0 5 e  and d i i r o p ~ r , o n a ~ ! ~  &= 
vour paricipadon by various groups. inciuding n r i  minori5es. 

(b) PLiRP0SES.- Tne purposed of Ptsit Ac: are- 
(1) to adDlLfl p m c d r r r  dut wid in& hc number of e!igible cidttr~ u60 re--: ., 

votc in c!t*oas t'or F e & d  office; 
(2) to make it possible for F t f t r ~ l ,  Sore. and lad p w m 3 r s  DD implc3tzt this .* in a 

manner &at c&anc= the @cipcion of e!igibic cidrt3s as voters in c!e:ioirt & F d a l  
ofict: 

(3) to procs b e  inrtgriry of rtte c ! m n l  procrs: and 
(4) to em th3t a c f ~ ~ l r e  and cureat V O O ~  ftpkaaon rolls are mtinoir&. .\ 

SEC. 3. DEFINKIOLVS 
As used in this An- 

(1) the rerm 'clcdoa' has thc mczuing sored in = .on  201(1) of the Fekd EIeAon 
Campaip Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 431(1)): 

(2) thc term 'Ftdcnl o f h '  bas tbe d u g  mtd in x.sion Sole) of tht Ftdesl & ~ O U  

Campaign Act of 1971 (1 U.S.C. 431(3)): 
(3) the term 'momr vehicle driver's liceasem indudes any persod ideaiiicadon doem- 

issued by a Sue mooor vehicle urdmrity; 
(4) thc term 'Soren lnum a Scare of ~ I C  Unirrd SUES and rbc Dissict of Columbia; ind 
(5)  thc ern! ' V O ~ E ~  r~eCgiSP;ld~n 1 ~ 3 c f  ~ U M  ~ C ~ ~ Q W O C ~  tux&: X:UO~ i(a)(f) rn 

prcrform voter reQinnaoa acdvides. 

SEC 4. LVATIOIVAL PROCEDCRES FOR V M E R  REGISTE4T'fOsV FOR ELECTf0,VS FOR 
FEDERU OFFICE. 
(a) IN GE>;ERAL. - Exctpc as pmvided in nrbscz50n (b), ~ ~ t h s r J l l r i i n 3  ;my orhcr F d d  or Sue - 

law, in adtlidoa to any odrer mehod of voter rrgistnrion provide for under Sstc lab, a& Scllt 
shall exlblish pmxdurcs m r e w r  to vote in clecrions for F&A orlice- 

(1) by appliadon made sknulontously wih applimaon for a momr vehicic 
driver's Licente pursuant m d o n  5; 

(2) by mil appIiaaon pursuant to section 6: and 



(3) by applimaon in person- 
- 

(A) at rhe appropriate regisnuon site desi-mted uih tespes: lo the r=sideact 

L! of the: a ~ p i i a m  In ac:or&nce uith SUE law; and ., 
(B) at a F e 6 ~ i .  Sau. or ~ongo~crnmenai ofice desi-=red wder =:'on 7. 

( 5 )  SOS.%PPUC.UILITt' TO CEiIT-iiX STATES. - This Acr docs not apply KI a S u n  d t s c s i d  in 
ether or both of the foilo*ing pan-mptis: 
1) A SUP in which. under law lfut is in e5ea mndnuously on and a k :  !+far:$ 11. 1993, 

there is no voter rtgismaon =+remex far any vote: m the SUU wid1 r t~pec :  ro an 
c!ttdon for Federal office. 

(2) A Starc in which. under hw that is in effe:: cundnuous!y on and a h :  Mar& 11. 1993, or 
that u3s eaacad on or prior to March 11. 1993, and by its ~ r m f  is OD come into effe:: 
upon the enacunen of dais ACS so lonq as that b w  rewins in e.iicct, ill voren iu the Sue 
may n,@sur ro vote at &c poUiq plae at rhc rime oi  vodag in a genemi election tbr 
Federal office. 

SEC. 5. SI.IILZX4.VEOL'S APPL IC.4 TX0.V FOR VOTER REGISTR4 T'OX A.VD APPLtC4TIO.V FOR 
JIOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER'S L ICE.VSE- 
(a) IS GEh'EiLa. - 

(1) Each Sratr motor ve!icIt m ' s  fictm appli~3aon (i~duding any r e w ~ a l  appiiadoni 
submit& to the appropriarc Sate motor vchcie authority undc: Sue law rhaU x:?.e 3% 
a~plic3aon for vour reg!s;r~aon with re*:t to cIedom for Federal o E b -  unltss h e  
appiicmz hiIs o s i ~  kt VOOC: re_Pis;naoo appii~3aon. 

( I !  An applicjdon for vour r t g i i a o n  scbmintd under paragraph (1) shall be :omidcrr.J as 
updating apy previous vour regismtion by the applic3nt. 

- (b) LIlfITATIOS OX CSE OF ISFOR'LATIOS. - So iniomacn re!arir.p to h e  hiiure oi 3 
appiimnr for Sac motor vekicles driver's lice= to s i p  a vocr rtgis=ion appii~aaon rr3:; be 
used tor any puqose other than voc: rqisndon. 

(c) FORMS .GD PROCEDURES. - 
(1) 5 c k  Srau sirall include 3 voer rcgimdon a~puaaon 5~rin for cledons ;br Fe1e31 

'b 

oiiicr 3s pan of an appiicadon tor Sate motor vehc!t  drive:'^ !icxlse. 
(3 The vour regismaon appliauon poeon of an applinfon for a Sue motor veSc!t 

driver's ticrnsc- 
(-4) may not require any i n h m d o n  rtut duplicates intomdon re@:d in &e 

driver's Iictvc porxion of thc firm (ocher h a  a %and sigaarurc or 0th: 

informadon nec-ssary under s c b p m p p h  (0: 
(B) may require only h e  minimum ammt of informadon nccrary  lo - 

(i) prevea dupliate voe: regismdoas: and 
(ii) enable Sstc e W o n  o5ckls to asses the eligliiicy of tbc applicmt 

a, adminisrer rotrr re-*don a d  other pam of tht elecrion p t ~ ) ~ s s ;  
(C) shall include a me- hat- 

(i) sows uch elipiiiry nquireme=l1 Cmc!uding cieitt&p\; 
(ii) conraim an aacs~don &at de applicant mcrs each ZUCh requirtzwat; a d  
(iii) requires tht sigrraut of rhc applicant. under p d t y  of perjury: 

(D) shall include. in print dut  is idexial rn that used in thc aaesution porrion of Iht 
appli~mion- 
(i) the infomudon required in s&on 8(ai(lF) (.A) ad (B); 
(ii) a smttncnt &at if ac appliunz k:lks OD rcgiszr m vote. tht f;tc thZt 

the applicant has &tiid ro ~ g i n c r  sill mmin conrideaaalad wi l l  be 
w d  ody for we: reg i idon  purposes; a d  

(iii) a safc.?lcnt &at if an appliunt dorts n-r a, vorc. the office at whi& 
the applicanr submis a Motr ~_listntion applicarion will emam 
conriden~li and will k wd only for votcr regismaon purposes. and 



(E) shall be made available (as submined by the applicant or in machine rea&blc or 
other fonnat) to the appropriate State election official as provided by Stau law. 

(d) CHAYGE OF ADDRESS.- Any change of address form submitted in accordance with Sate law 
for purposes of a State motor vehicle driver's license shall serve as notification of change of t --- 
address for vote: registration ~ i t !  respect to elections for Federal office for the regisrant involved 
unless the registrant states on the form that the change of addrtss is not for voter re~soanon 
putpo=s- 

(c) TRASShiITTAL DEADLI?;E.- 
(1) Subject to para-mph (2). a completed voter registration porrion of an appticadon for a 

State motor vehicle driver's Iic:.nsc accepted at a Stare motor vehicle authoricy shall be 
transmined to the appropriate Srau elecdon office not larer than 10 days a k r  the datc-of 
acceptance. 

(2 )  If a registradon application is acctpud within 5 days before the last day for re@mtion to 
vote in an election. the application shall be uansxnined to the appropriau Smu election 
official not laur than 5 days after the date of accepance. 

SEC. 6. 9fAlL REGISTRATI0.Y. 
( a )  FORM.- 

(1) Each State shall accept and use the mil  voter re@saaaon application fonn prescnid by 
the Federal Elecdon Comrmssion pursuant to secaon 9(a)(2) for tbe regimadon of vours 
in elccrions f& Federal ofiict. 

) In addition to accepring and using the form described in pan-mph (1). a State may 
develop and use a mail voter rc,imadon form chat metrs aII of the criteria stated in 
section 9(h) for the regisration of vours in elecdons for Federal office. 

C (5)  A fonn described in pan-mph (I) or (2) shall be accepted a d  used for notification of a 
re-pistrant's change of address. 

(b) AVAIL4BIUN OF F0kVS.- The chief Srae eIccdon official of a Stau shall make the forms 
described in subsection (a) a .iilahle for distribution through governmenml and private cndaes. 
ucith particular emphasis on making them available for organized voter regisnrion pro-enms. 

( 1  FIRST TIME VOTERS.- \ 

(1) Subject to para-mph (2). a State may by law require a penon to votc in person if- 
(A) the penon u a  rcgisured to vote in a jurisdiction by mail; and 
(B) the person has not previously voted in rhat jurisdiction. 

(2 )  Pan,aaph (1) does not apply in the case of a person- 
(A) who is endtled to vote by absentee ballot under the Unifonncd and Overseas 

Cirizens Absenue Vodng Act (42 U.S.C. 193ff-1 et scq.); 
(B) who is provided the right to vote otherwise than in person under section 

3(b)Q)(B)(ii) of the Voting Accessibiliry for the Elderly and Handicapped Act (19, 
U.S. C. 1973et- l(b)C,)(B)(i); or 

(C) who is entitled to votc otherwise tban in petson under any other Federal law. 
(d) UNDELfVERED KOT1CES.- If a nodce of h e  disposition of a mail votcr @ m u o n  application 

under secdon 8(a)(1) is sent hy mnforuardable mail and is r e m d  undelivercd, the rcgisuar may 
proceed in accordance with section &dl. 

SEC. 7. VOTER REGISTRATIO,\' AGE.\'CIES. 
(a) DESIGNATION.- 

(1) Each State shall dcsi-=re agencies for the regkaration of votes in elections for Federal 
office. 

(2)  Each State shall desi,wte as voter n,istntion agencies- 
(A) all offices in the Sutr that provide public assistance: and 



(B) all offices in the Sate dnt provide State-funded prognms primarily engaged in 
providing services oo persons with disabiliries. 

(3) (A) In addirion to votcr r e - m u o n  agencies dai-mud under paragraph C,), each ., Statc shall dtsi-pate other offices within the Sute as vour registrarion ageacIez. - 
(B) Voter rcgisrrarion agencies desi-mud under subparagraph (A) may includt- 

(i) schools, ofiiccs of city and county clerks (including mamap li::nsc 
buruus), fishing and hunting Licurse bureaus, government revenue 
offices, uncrnployment cornpeasarion offices. and offi- not described in 
pan-maph (IXB) that provide sewices to persons witb disabilidet; and 

(ii) Fcdenl and nongovernmenral offices, with the agreement of such offices. 
(4) (A) At each vorer reginnuon agency, the following SCMC~S shall k made available: 

(i) Distriburion of mail wur regismdon appliadon forms in accordance 
with p a r a p p b  (6). 

(ii) Assismace m applicants in wmpteang voter regismaon appliaaon 
forms. unless ttu applicant refuses sucb ashanee. 

Qi) Acccpmcc of completed vorer re-@smdon appticadon forms for 
mnsmireal a, the appropriate Smtc election official. 

(B) If a voter re,+mtion apncy designated under p a n p p h  6)(B) provides services 
to a penon with a disabiiry at the person's home, the agency shall provide the 
services described in subpan-graph (A) at the petson's home. 

(5 )  A penon who provides senice described in pm-mph (4) &all mt- 
(A) seek to influence an appIicam's polirical preference or p a y  regismtion; 
(B) display any such poiidcal preference or pury a1Iegi;rm.e: 
(C) make any statement u, an appliant or uke acdon the purpose or effect of 

which is rn discourage dte applicant from registering to vote; or 
@) make any statement m an applicant or rake any action the purpose or e E s t  of 

which is to lead the applicant to klieve that a decision to register or not m 
register has any kuing on thc availability of services or bcncfin. 

(6) A\vour regimrdon agency dut is an office but provides sewice or assistance in a d d ~ o n  
lo conducring voter regismdon-shall- 
(A) distribute wip each appliacion for such service or asshmcc, and with each 

rectroiricjrion. renewal, or chnge of address form h d n g  to such service or 
assistance- 
(i) the mail veer regkuadon application form dcfcn'kd in x tuon  9(a)(?), 

including a sptemcnl that- 
) specifies ach  eligibility requirement (including cidrerrship): 
(XI) conains m aeesation that the applicrar meets each such 

fequiremem; and 
(110 rrquircs ttre signature of thc applicant, under p d t y  of pcrjuxy; 

or 
(ii) the office's own form if it is equivalent to the form described in section 

9(a)(Z). unless drc appliant, in miang, declines to re,isocr to vore; 

(B) provide a form that iuciudes- 
(i) &e question, 'If you a n  nor registered to vow where you live ww, d d  

you like m apply ro repiseer to we brc today?'; @) if the age- prwides public rPisrance. che statement, 'Applying to 
n,(Tiner or declining to register to vote mi11 mt affect the amount of 
assistance b t  you will k provided by this agency.'; 



(iii) boxed for the applicant to check to indicate whether the applicant would 
like to register or decline to regincr to vote (failure to check either box 
being deemed to c~nsdnrtc a declination to register for purposes of 
subparagraph (C)), together with the statement (in close proxirnityto - 
boxes and in prominent type), 'IF YOU DO KOT CHECK EITHER 
BOX, YOU %'ILL BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO 
REGISTER TO VOTE AT THIS TIME. " ; 

(iv) the statement. "If you would like help in filling out the voter regismtion 
application form, we will help you. The decision whether to seek or 
accept help is yours. You may fill out dre application in private."; and 

(v) the statement, 'If you beIieve that someone has interfered with your right 
to register or to decline to register to vote, your right to privacy in 
deciding whether to register or in applying to re-Oincr m vote, or pax 
right to choose your own political party or  other political preference, you 
may file a complaint with .', the blank being filled by the 
name. address, a d  telephone number of the appropriate official to whom 
such a complaint should k addressed; and 

(C) provide to each applicant who doer not de:Iinc lo register to vote the rime den= 
of assisranct with re-gird to the compleuon of the rcgimation application form os 
is provided by the office with regard to the completion of its own fonns, unless 
the applicant refuses such wisrance. 

(7) No information relating to a declination to registtr to vote in connection with an 
appIicarion made at an office described in paragraph (6) may k used for any purpo~c 
orhe: than voter regisration. 

(b) FEDERa GOVERYMEST' AND PRIVATE SECTOR COOPERATIOX.- All deparrm+nrs, 
a~encits, and other entities of rhe executive branch of the Federal Government shall, to the 
greatest extent practicable. cooperate with the Stares in carryins out suhsecuon (a), and 1'1 
non~ovtrnmencal entities are encouraged to do so. 

., :) .*\ED FORCES RECRUITME?:T OFFICES.- 
(1) Each State and the Stcrerary of Defense shall jointly develop and implement procedures 

for persons to apply to register to vote at remianent offices of the Armed Forces of tht 
United States. \ 

(2) A recnriunent office of the Armed Forces of the Uniud Scites shall be considered to be a 
voter registration agency dttign,iud under subsection (a)C,) for all purpscs of this Act 

(d) TUXSMXTTAL DE4DLINE.- 
(1) Subject to paragraph (2). a completed registration application accepted at a voter 

re,@mation agency shall be olnsmincd to the appropriate Sure elecdon official not b a r  
than 10 days afur the datc of acceptance. 

(2) If a rc@suation application is accepted within 5 days before the lut day far re-ti~~~ UJ 

vote in an elections. the appliation shall be uanmitted to the appropriaa Sate election 
official not later than 5 clays aftcr the date of acceptance. 

SEC. 8. REQCIRE3fE,\TS WITH RESPECT TO ADhfIh'ISTKATIOtV OF VOTER REGIST'nOA' 

(a) IN GE3XUL.-  In the administmion of vour registration for elections for Federal officr, a& 
Srarc still- 
(1) ensure b t  any eli,ible applicant is registered to voo in an election- 

(A) in the case of regismtion with a motor vehicle application under wcrion 5. if the 
valid vour regisuation form of the applicant is submitted to the appropriate SUE 
motor vehicle authority not later than the lesser of 30 days, or c h ~  prid p i d e d  - 
by Sute law. hefore the date of the election: - 



(B) in rhe case of registration by mil under setdon 6, if the valid voter rqiswrion 
form of the applicant is p0-rked not hut than the lesser of 30 Qys, or the 
period provided by S e u  hw, before the dare of the election; 

(C) in the case of re_Pisuaion aK a vour re_Pisuation agency, if the miid voer + . 
re@suation form of the applicant is acccpud at rhe vour regisradon agency not 
later than h e  lesser of 30 days, or the period provided by the Stau law. before 
the date of the election; and 

@) in anv other case. if the \=lid voter regisration fonn of the applicant is rettived 
by hi appropriate S o e  election official not h e r  than the leper of 30 days, or the 
period provided by Stare hw, before the date of the eletrion; 

require that appropriate S o u  ele=rion official to tend aorice to each applicant of the 
disposition of the appIicadon: 
provided that the name of a redmrnt m y  not be removed from the oiiicial list of 
eligible vorrn excepr- 
(A) at the request of the re-@mnt. 
(B) as provided by S o u  law, by reason of criminal conviction or rncnral incapacity; 

or 
(C) as provided under pangraph (4); 

(4) conduct a general pro-onm that makes a rusonable efin to remove the r a m s  of 
ineligible vours from thr ofiicial lists of eligible voters hy reason of- 
(A) the death of a ngimmt: or - 
(B) a change in rhe residence of I t  repistrant, in accordance with subsections (b), (c), 

and (dl; 
(5) infonn applicants under xcrions 5.6. a d  7 of- 

(A) voter eligibiliry requiremars: and 
(B) penalties provided by hw for submission of a false voter r e ~ t i o n  appliarion; 

and ' (6) ensure that the idenep of h e  vorr reghfa00n agency through which any particular voter 
is registered is not disclosed to the public. 

(b) COh'FfRMATIOh' OF VOTER REGISTRATI0IV.- Any State prognm or acdviry to protect the 
inugriry of the electoral process by ensuring the mainocmncc of an a c m t c  and current voter 
r:,crim;rdon roll for efccrions for Fedcnl office- 
(I)  shall be uniform, nondistriminator)., and in cornplmce with the Voung Righo Act of 

1965 (I? U.S.C. 1983 et seq.): a d  
(2)  shall not result in the removal of b e  name of any perton from the official list of voters 

registered to vote in an election for Federa1 office by reason of the pcnoo's Wure to 
vote. 

[c) VOTER REMOVAL PROGRAMS.- 
(1) A Sore may meet the requirement of nrbstcdon (1x4) by emblishing a prognm under 

which; 
(A) chanp-of-address information supplied by tbc P d  Semce thrwgh is licewts 

is used w idenufy registrants wbosc rddrrssct my hvt dunged; and 
(B) if it appears from infomeion provided by the P o d  Scrvice Ibrt- 

(i) a rcpistnnt has mrmd oo a different jurisdiction in wbich the rcfim;mt is 
currently rcgkcrtd, rbe registtar changes the re,*lion records to show 
thc new address rad sends thc reghmnt a mun of thc chngc tty 
foruardahlc mil and a porn@ prepid ptuddntscd ream form hy 
which the regisornt may verify or correct thc ad- infomuon; or 

(ii) the rcpisrnnt has rnwed to a diffcrcnr residence address mt in the same 
registrar's jurisdiction. the regis;nr ws ?he notice pmtdure dcxribd 
in subsection (dfl) to confirm the change of addnss. 



(2) (A) A Ssu shall compleu, not later than 90 days prior to the dare of a primary or 
general election for Fedenl office, any pro-gam the purpose of which is to 
systcrnaacally remove the name of ineligible voters from the official iisu of - j 
eligible vours. - 

(B) Subpara-graph (A) shall not be construed to preclude 
(i) the removal of name from official liso of vours on a basis described in 

para-mph (2) (A) or (B) or (4)(A) of subsection (a); or 
(ii) correction of registradon records pursuant to chis Act. 

(d) REhIOVAL OF NAMES FROM VOTING ROLLS.- 
( 1 )  A Sratc shall not remove the name of a regisrrant from the official Iist of eligible voun in 

elections for Federal office on the ground that the regisuant has changed residence unless 
the regismint- 
(A) confirms in wnang that the registrant has changed residence to a place outside the 

registrar's jurisdicdon in which the rcpisp;lnt is registered; or 
(B) (i) has failed to respond to a notice described in paragraph (2); and 

(ii) has not voted or appeared to vote (and, if necessary, correct the 
reginrat's record of the registrant's address) in an election during the 
period beginnins on the dace of the notice and endins on the day afrcr Be 
dace of the Second gencal election for Federal office drat occurs after thc 
datc of the notice. 

(1) A notice is described in chis para,mph if i t  is a postage prepaid and pre-addressed reavn 
card. sent by forwardable mail, on which the regimnr m y  sratc his or hcr current 
address, together wirh a notice to the following effecc 
(A) If the regisaant did nor change his or her residence, or changed residence but 

remained in the rc,oisoar's jurisdiction, the re-Pisuant should refurn the urd not 
later than the time provided for maiI re-Pisaation under subsecrion (a)(l)(B). If 
the card is not renuncd, affirmation or confirmadon of the reginrant's address 
may be required before the reIim;rnl is permined to votc in a Feded election 
durins the period k g n n i n ~  on the date of the notice and ending on ihe day after 
the dau of the notice. and if the regisrant does not vote in an election during rhjt - votcn. period the rcgimant's name will k removed from be list of eligibl- 

(B) If the registrant has changed residence to a place outside the re,sisoar's 
juridicdoa in which the re&mnt is rcgisured, information concerning how the 
regisrant can condnw to k eligible to vote. 

(3) A voting re,&trar shall correct an official list of eligible voters in cleaions for Fedenl 
office in accordance with change of residence information obtained in conformance with 
this subsection. 

(e) PROCEDURE FOR VOTING FOLLOWING FAILURE TO RETUR!! CARD.- 
(1) A rcgimant who has moved from an address in the area covered by a polling phce to an 

address in the same area shall, nomithsmndinp failure to nod@ the rcginrar of the change 
of address prior to the date of an elecdon, be prmined to vote at chat polling place upon 
on1 or written affirmation by the ngisuant of the change of address before an elccdon 
official at tfut polling place. 

(1) (A) A regisrant who has moved from an address in thc arm covucd by one p o l l i ~  
phce to an address in an a m  covered by a second polling phcc uirhin the same 
registrar's jurisdiction and the same congrestiolul disuict and u b  has fiilcd oo 
notify QI: registrar of the change of address prior to the date of an election, at thc 
option of the registrant- 
(i) shall be prmincd to correct the voting records and vote at the rc,istrjnt's 

former polling placz. upon on1 or urinen affirmation hg the regismnt of -. - 
h e  new addrzss kforc an eltction official at rhjl polling phco: or 



(ii) (I) shall be pennincd to correct the voang records a d  voe at a 
central loudon wihin the same re@sotr's juridicrion desjmed 
by the ngimu where a List of eligible volcn is m r i n a g ,  w n  
written affirmation by the regisuant of the ncw a m  on a - 
standard form provided by the registrar at the ccnml loution; or 

(11) shall be permitted to conect the voung records for purposes of 
voting in the future elettions at the appropriatt polling place for 
the &rent address and. if permitted by Smre law. shall be 
permitted to vote in the present elecdon, upon contbzution by 
the re- of the new address by such mum as are required 
by law. 

(3) If Sutc law perrnio the regktmt to vote in the current ejection upon oral or 
winen afiirmatioa by the rrgisUa~t of the new address at a polling p & a  
described in subparagraph (AM) or (AXiiKII), vo- at thc other locarions 
described in subpara-pph (A) aced not k provided as opriont. 

(5)  If tbe regisuadon records indicate h a rrgktfant hrs moved from an address in tfit area covered 
by a polling place, the registrant shall, upon oral or affirmation by the registrant before m 
election official at that polling place h t  d ~ e  registrant continues to reside at the address previously 
made b w n  to the registrar. be permined KI vote at t h t  polling place. 

f CH.4SGE OF VOTISG ADDRESS WITHIN A fi?USDfCT'IOh'.- In dx case of a change of 
address. for voting purposes. of a regisuant to another address within the same rcghrar's 
jurisdicnon, the regisrrar shall correct the voting regisration list accordingly, a d  the regimmt's 
name may not be removed from b e  official fist of eligible votcn by rtvon of such a change of 
address except as provided in subsection (d). 

(g) COh'VICl7Oh' IS FEDERAL COURT.- 
(1) On the convicdon of a penoa of a felony in a discrict court of the Uaited Staus. the 

United State attorney shall give wrincn noace of rhe conviction to the chief Sratc election 
official desipted under section 10 of the S u e  of the person's residence. 

(2) A noact given pursuant to para-graph (1) shall include- 
(A) the name of the offender; 
(B) the offender's age a d  residence addrrrs; 
(C) the date of entry of the judgement; 
(D) a description of thc offews of which the offender was wavi~~td; and 
(E) the sentcce impovd by the a m r ~  

(3) On the request of dre chief Sutc election official of the Sfatt or other Sete official with 
reseonsibiiiry for determining the effect t h t  a conviedon may have on m offender's 
quaiificarion to vote, the United Sates amracy &dl provide such rddidoml i n f ~ t i o n  
as the Uaitcd S u m  amracy may have conctrning the offender rod tbe offcnses of which 
rhe offender was convicted. 

(4) If a conviction of which mace was given pufsuant to paragraph (I) is overarmcd, tk 
United Ssou  anormy shall give the official to whom the norice wls @ven uritlcn aoun 
of the n a t i o n  of b e  judgment. 

(5)  Ihe chief Sutc election official shall aorify dw voter regisradon officials of the local 
junsdidon in which an offender retides of tbc inhrrnarion received undn thit subscdon. 

@) REDUCED POSTAL RATES.- 
(1) Subchapter II of chapter % of title 39. Unitcd Sates Code, is amended by adding at the 

end the following: 
'Q 3619. Reduced nus for voter regismation purposes 

'The Postal Scrvi~r shall makc available rr, a Sure or k d  wing  t+giSP;idon 
official the nrc tbr any c h  of mail that is  a-ilable 10 a qualified mnprofit o r p e r i o n  
under section 3626 for the purpsc of making 1 mailing that the official cerdtia is 
required or authorized hy the National Vour Re,irmtion Act of 1993.'. 



(1) The first sentence of section 2401(c) of title 39, United States Cod:, is amended bv 
striking out 'and 3626(a)-(h) and Cj)-(k) of this title, 'and inserting in lieu thereof - 
'3636(a)-(h), 36260')-(k), and 3619 of this tide'. i ,, i. 

(3) Section 3617 of tide 39, United States Code. is amended by smking out "or 3626 of this' 
title,' and inscning in lieu thereof '3626, or 3629 or this title'. 

(1) The table of sections for chapter 36 of title 39, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting after the item relating to section 3618 the following irrn: 
'3629. Reduced rates for voter regimtion purposes.'. 

(i) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES.- 
( I )  Each State shall maintain for at leas 2 ymrs and shall make anilable for pubiic inspection 

and, where available, photocop-ying at a reasonable cost, aIl records 
concerning the implementation of pro-mrns and activities conductrd for the purpose of 
ensuring the accuracy and currency of official lins of eligible voters, except to the extent 
that such records relate to a declination to re-gkrer to vote or to the idendry of a vorcr 
regisnation agency through which any padcular voter is re,oistcred. 

(2) The records maintained pursuant to paa-mph (I) shall include lins of the names and 
addresses of all persons to whom maces described in subsection (d)C,) are sent, and 
information concerning whether or not each such penon has responded to th- mace as of 
the date that inspection of the records is made. 

(j) DEFIS1TION.- For the purposed of this recrion. the tenn 're-oisaar's jurisdiction' means- 
(1) an incorporated ciy, to%%, borough, or other form of municipaliy; 
(2) if voter regispation is maintained hy a couvy. pzr;.sh, or othtr unit of government that 

governs a larger geographic a r a  dm a municipalin.. the geo-mpbic area governed by 
that unit of government; or 

(3) if voter registration is mainrained on a corrsolidated M s  for more that on: municipzli~ a 
other unit of government by an office rhat performs all of the functions of a vodng 
regisrrar. the gcosgraphic area of the consolidated municipalides or orher gto-mphic units. 

SEC. 9. FEDERAL COORDI.I'ATION A A ~ D  REGUUTJOXS. 
(a) I N  GESER4L.- the Federal Eiection Commission- i 

(1) in consultarion with the chief elcction officers of the States. shall prescribe such 
re-dations as are necessary to carry out para-mphs (2) and (S); 

( I )  in consuiution with the chief election officers of the Sates, shall develop a mail vour 
regisration application form for elecdons for Federal office: 

(3) not h e r  than June 30 of each odd-numbered year, shaIl submit to the Congress a repon 
assessing the impact of this Act on the adminimaon of eleaiolrs for Federal office during 
tbe preceding 2-year period and induding recommendauorts for improvements in Federal 
and State procedures, fonns, a d  other mancrs affected by this Act; and 

(4) hal l  provide information to the Stares with respect to the respoasibilides of the State under 
this Act 

- (b) CONTE.WS OF MAIL VOTER REGISTRATION FORM.- The mail vour registradon form 
developed under subsection (a)(l)- 
(1) may require only such identifyins infarmadon (including the si-mnue of thr applicant) 

and other information (including daca relating to previous reginntion by the applicant). as 
is necessary to enable the appropriate State election ofticial to rsscs the etigiiiliry of the 
applicant and to administer voter refirmtion and other parts of the election process; 

(2) shall include a statement that- 
(A) specifies each eligihiliry requirement (including ciuzenship); 
(B) conains ansation that the applicant metu each such requirement; and 
(C) requires the si,pantre of the applicant, under penalty of perjury 

(3) may not include any requirement for nouriarion or other furmal authentication: and 



(4) shall include. in print that is idennu1 to that used in the antsmaon pomon of the 
appliadon- 
(i) the information required in =cdon 8(a)(5) (A) and (8); - L .  - 
(ii) a statement that, if an appliunt declines to register to vott, the fact that the 

applicant has declined to redncr will remain confidential and will k w d  odv 
f i r  voocr reginntion purposes; a d  

(iii) a stattmcnt that if an applicant does register to vote, the office at which the 
applicant submia a vour repispilaon appliaaon will remain coniidential and us] 
k w d  only for vour regismdon purposes. 

SEC. 10. DESZG~~'AT7ON OF CHIEF STATE ~ C 7 ' i O h '  O F F I C U  
Each Sratc dcsigm~ a Sore officer of empl~yet as the chief Sore election official to be 

responsible for coordia;idon of S o u  rcspomiilitiu uuder this A n  

SEC. 11. CIML EXFORC'IEIIT AND PRIVATE RIGHT OF A ffIOhT. 
(a) ATTORYEY GE!!U.- Tk Anorncy General rm?. bring a civil action in m approphu 

dimicr COW for such declantory or injundve relief as is necessary to arry out this Act 
(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.- 

(I) A person a*o is aggrieved by a vioiation of this Act may prmide wriaen noact of & 
violation m the chief election official of the Sfate involved. 

(2) If the violation is not corrected within 90 days afur receipt of a noact under p j n m p h  
(I), or within 20 days afur receipt of the aodzt if the viohtion occurred 110 &!= 
before the date of an election for Fedcnl office. the aggrieved person may bring a civil 
acdon in an appropriate district COUII for declaratory or iajuncave relief with r-ct oo 
the violadon. 

3 (5) If the vioiadon occurred within 30 days before the date of an election for Federal office, 
the aggrieved person aetd not provide ma= to the chief ekcdon official of the Sue 
under para-mph (1) before bringing a civil adon under paragraph (2). 

(c) AITOR~ZY'S FEES.- In a civil acri~n under & secdon. 6. carn may allow- the p m r w  
parry (other dun tht United Sow) reasonable attorney fets. including lidgadon expenses, and 
CON. 

(d) RELATION TO OTHER LAW.- 
( I )  the right and remedies esrablikhed by this sccdon are in addidon to all other rights & 

remedies provided by law, a d  atither the rights and remedies established by this section 
nor any orher provision of dris Act WU: ~ p e n c d e ,  nmict. or limit the application of tbc 
V o w  Right Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et scq.). 

(2) Nothing in thir Act aurborizes or quires  conduct that is prohiiited by the V o w  Rig)lts 
Act of 1965 (41 U.S.C. 1973 ct seq.). 

SEC. 12. CRIMINAL PENALTIES. 
A person, including an eleaion offic5al. who in my eiection for Federal office- 
(1) k#nvingly and willfblly inbidam, thrulms, or coerces. or attempts m inrimi&lc, 

&seaen. or cocrcc. any person fw- 
(A) tqkering to voe, or voting, or attempring to rrgistcr to ma; 
(B) urging or aiding a y  person to @SU~ to vOE. Kj vote, Or o aacmpt m rr-r to 

we; or 
(C) exercising any right under this Acr, m 

(2) bwingiy and willfully dtprivts. defnuds. Or antmptS to deprive or Qfnud the d & n a  
of a Statr of a fair and imprdally conduced election pmtss, by- 
(A) the prmarunent or suhmksion of vour re$suadon appliarions h t  arr bv 

the person rn be maurially h1~.  ficdfious. or fraudultnr under Lv,~ of fhc: - 
Sotc in which the elecrion is held; or 



(B) the procurement. casdng, or tabulation of baIlots that are known by the penon to 
be materially false. ficddous. or fraudulent under the law5 of the State in whicfi 
the election is held, - i - ,, 

shall be fined in accordance with ride 18, United States Code (which fines shall be paid into the 
general fund of the Treasury, rnisc~llaneous receipts (pursuant to secuon 3302 of title 31, United 
Sraus Code), nonrithsrand~ng any other law), or imprisoned not more than 5 y u r s  or both. 

SEC. 13. EFFECTIVE DA TE. 
Tbis Act &all rake effect- 
(1) with respect to a State that on the date of enactment of this Act has a provision in the 

consdnrrion of rhe Stare that would preclude compliance with this Act unless the State 
maintained separate Federal and Ssre official listr of eligible voter, on the later of- 
(A) January 1, 1996; or 
(B) the date that is 110 days afur the dare by which under the consamtion of h e  State 

as in effect on the dare of enactment of this Act, it would be legaliy possible to 
adopt and place into effect any amendmenrr to rhe constiastion of h e  Sate that are 
necessary to permit such complhne wirh dris Act without requiring a special 
election; and 

(2) with respect to any Srau not described in para-graph (I), on January 1. 1995. 

Approved May 20, 1993. 
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I. IMP1 EMENTATION OF THF AGENCY PROVISIONS OF THF NATIONAL 
VOTER RFGISTRATION ACT (NVRA) OF 1993. . 

A. Voter Registration Agencies 

Pcrs~zc:  ro z;7e provision of Sec:ton 7 of the NVRA, Goverzor ?f/ilson, by 
Exesut:ve Orcer V/-S8-94, destgcstec! the following as voter regis;rtr;on acencies: 

e. County welfare cerrarrment offices whic5 acceec a~piicetions 
anc admtniszer benefits for the Aid to Families wl;n Dependent 
Children program (AFDC) arid the Food Stamp prosram. 

b. County we!fare derrarrment offices which tccept applicaions 
and adminisier benefits for the Mect-Cal program a d ,  with rhe 
agreernenr of the Social Securiry Adminisiration, Social Securiry 
Offices which z c c e ~ t  2nd process aoplications fcr ?he 
Suopiemenial Seccrity 1ncomeiS:~ie Supplerneniz~ Paynerrt 
progrzm. 

c. County welfare aega~ment  offices and commucrry baseci non- 
profit organizations under contract with the Oepzrrment of 
Health Services which accept appiicerions and administer 
benefits for the Women, Infants and Children program (WC). 

d. Offices of the Sta:e Deparrment of  Reh~bilitatron wnich provide 
vocational rehabilitation services. 

e. Franchise Tax Board district offices which provice public 
access for income tax and Homeowner and Renter Assisiance 
forms, instructions and assisiance. 

f. State Board of  Equalization disirict offices which provide 
services to the public. 

In addition, the NVRA prov~des that recruirment offices of the Armed Forces 
of  the United Siates are considered to be voter registration agencies for purposes 
of the NVRA. The Secretary of State in cooperation with the Secrersry of Defense 
is required to develop and implement procedures for persons to apply to register to 
vote at recruitment offices. 



E. Responsibilities of Voter Registration Agency Office 
- '.- (- 

A. J ~ I S T - ~ I ~ T P  F f n r ~  10 regls;er to vote rrl:r, e tch E?oiicarion for sarv!ce- 
or ass;siance. as weil as wlrh etcn form for receriificat~oc, rene8rrei, or 
czanse of accress; 

6. Asses- 7 5 ~  V O ~ P *  In compietrng t5e form. wtrb ;lie szne letre1 of 
esslsiznce ;r;e asenc*f provides for completion of  its own forms; ar,c 

C. Accent c o r o l e ~ o d  forms from the voters for re?urn to the e1ec;ions 
oificizl. 

0. No a?romot to i r f l r rew~ ,  the voterse decision wtle:r;e: or not to regis;er 
to  vote, or wrth which politrcsl pany, shall be m ~ d e  by any agency 
employee. 

E. .. &qe-r:s m=v ccT be lir)'<ed in sny way to 1% aoplicant's decision to 
regisref or to not resisier to vote. 

Voter regiszratron acencies or sa te  supervisins agencies may develoo 
instruciions and procedures to further clarify and implement these 
requirements. 

3 C .  Required Notices 

Tine NVRA requires thsr each applicant be advrsed of cerrain inform~iion, \ 
inciuding: (1) that assis;ance in filling out the form will be provided i f  requeszed; 
(2) thar he or she has the right to complete the form without assisiance; (3) tha; 
failure to indicare whether or not the applicant wishes to regisier to  vote will 
~utornztically be determined t o  be a declination to register; and (4) a contact 
nsme, address, and phone number if the applicznt fee!s anyone has tried in any 
wsy to influence his or her decision to regiszer to vote or not. or with which 
political pany. 

0. A Written Declination is Required 

Unlike the procedures specified for the DMV, each applicznt must elxher 
regiszer to vote or indicate in writing that he or she declines ro regiszer (see below 
for a discussion o f  the "Declination Form"]. 



L "- pFGISTFRINCi VOTFRS DtJRING THE AGFNCY APPLICATICIN P R O C W  

Please refer to Seci:on 7 of the NVRA. L- ., - 
Each person who aoolies for benefits at an agency office mas; Se given the 

ooooriznlry to regiszer to vote. There are many ways t h ~ s  opoocunlry could be 
presented. 

Etch person applying for services will be given an "Applicarion Form" on 
whic3 TO indicate whether he or she wants to register to vote. Tnose persons 
indicziing that they wish ;o register will be given a form to register to vote. Both 
forms should be sitplec, clipped, or otherwise presented togerher with application 
forms routinely distributed to each applicant during the "intake" procedure or at 
some other appropriate point In the application process. 

A. Part One of the Aoolication --- The "Decfination" Form 

Each person applytcg for services will be given a form which asks ~i he or 
she wisSes i o  regis~er to vote. ( A  copy of ;his form is on the nex; page). This forrz 
wiil be supplied to  county e!ections officials by the Secrerary of Staie, who will in 
turn sspply it to all applicable offices within each county. Each zgency office will 
then dis~ribute it to  each of its ciients in the course o f  the regular application 3 process. 

Tile elect~ons official may supply each office with forms in bulk, or mey 
supply a nasier  form for the agency to reproduce. .\ 

T i e  form will include the following information: 

1. Eligibility criteria: This includes the requirement that a person musr be 
a citizen to  regiszer to vote. The individual should be made 
specifically aware of the warning that it is a crime to submit a voter 
registration affidavit i f  the person knows he or she is not eligible to 
regisier to vote. 

2 .  Who needs to use the registration form (i.e. new regisvation, move t o  
a new address, change of name or political parry) 



WOULD YOU L m  TO REGISTER TO VOTE? 

TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN  CALIFORNlA. YOU: 

klus; be a sitizen o i  the United States: - i - 
Mus i  ltve in the State of California: 
Must be at leas; 18 years old bv the date of the next e1ec:ion. and: 
You mav not  be currently In pnson or on parole for the convlctlon o i  a fe!ony, or be judged by a 
c m r t  to  be mentsllv Incanoerent. 

WARNING. Under sa te  and federal law. it IS a crime to submit a voter rectstranon afficavit ~f you know 
you are not eligible to  reqisier to vote. I 

I 
IMPORTANT NOTICES 

1. Applying to  register or declining to register t o  vote will not  affect the amount of assistance that 
you will be provided by this agency. 

2. I f  you would like help in filling oqt the voter regismdon a~plication form, we will help you. The 
decision whether to  seek or accegt help is yours. You may fill out the aO~licanon form in 
pnvate. 

3. I f  you believe that someone has interfered wifh ycur right to  regisier or to decline to  register to 
vote. your nsht to  privacy in dec~ding wheher  to  register or in aoplying to regiszer to vote. or 
your r i ~ h t  to  chcose your own polittc3l  any or  other political preference, you may file a 
com~la in t  wi th the Secretary of State by calling tcll-free 800-345-VOTE or write to: Secretary 
o f  Sute. 1500 1 1 th Street. Sacramento. CA. 55814. 

4. I f  you move to  a new address. or i f  you change your name or polidcal paw ,  you must fill out a 
new voter reocs:ratlon form. 

Wou ld  y o u  like t o  apply t o  regisier t o  vote  here today? 
(Chqck One) 

I om already res~siered to vote at my current address. or I am not eligible to register to vote. 
and do not  need an application to regisrer t o  vote. 

YES. I would like to reginer to vote. 
(Please fill out the anached fonn) 

NO. I do not  want to  register to  vore. 

INOTE: K YOU 00 NOT C H L X  ANY BOX. YOU WRL BE CZNSiCL353 TO HAVE 0ES;CEJ NOT TO REG STE3 TO VOTE AT 
THIS nME.1 

Please sign your name here: 
SIGNATURE DATE 

Thi. form will be m~.imd wirk Ikh s9.n~. 

rl -- 

(For Agency Use Only) 

Voter regisrraoon form completed: YES 



3. lmportant Notices. The federal law requires rne inclusion on :ne 
application of several notlces i o  the voter, inciuding: - ,, - 
a. A notice ihat the voter's dec~sion whe:r.er or nor to replster to 

vote wiil not affect hls or her e!igibiIi;y for benefits, or the 
amounr of those benefits. 

b. A notice advising the voter how to obtain he!o in filling out the 
voter regisirat~on form, as well as informing him or her that he 
or she has the rlght to fill 11 out in pr lvt ie and without any help. 

c. Informziiofl on who the voter may complain t o  i f  he or she feeis 
that anyone has interfered with his or her rignt to vote, or tried 
to influence his or her choice of a political parry. T i e  Secrezarq 
of Stata is the office to which the voter may complain, and an 
800 number is listed for this purpose. 

4. "Yes/NoU. T i e  applicant is asked whether he or she would like ;o 
regisier, with boxes marked "yes" and "no" i o  indicate his or her 
answer. This quesiion is also required by federal law. Also required is 
a statement informing the voter that if he or sfie does not check 
either box it will be assumed thst he or she hes decided not to 
register to vote. 

The voter will be asked to affirm his or her c3oice by  signing ar,d 
dating the form. 

If the voter checks "YES", the employee will give the voter a form to 
register to vote. This will be a "regular" voter regismtion form, and 
will be supplied to the agency office by the e!ections official. 

5. "For official use only." This section of the form will permit the agency 
employee to Indicate that the applicanr did or did not  complete a 
voter registration form, and to initial this ififormation. 

If the employee gives the applicant a form to register to vote but the 
applicant decides to take it home, fill it out, 2nd return it him- or 
herself, the employes should check the box indicating that no 
registrat~on form has been completed, since it will not be possible to  
determine whether or not the voter follows chrough with completing 
the form. 



Part Two of the Aaalication --- thp Voter R e w a r  8. ion F a r q  

This wiil be the "regulsrw voter regisrration form, and wiil be attached 
ro pan one of ;he form so rher the vvo forms are presented simultaneousty 
to the applicant. Tne voter regis~ration form will include the acached 
portions containing the instructions and the receipr stub. 

C. 1C)btainina the Formg 

1. Tine Secretary of State will supply county elections offices with a 
masier copy of Pan: One of the application. The e!ections official may supply 
it in bulk to the agency office, or may provide a master copy for the agency 
to reproduce. 

2. Tine Secretary of Sttte will supply county e!ections officizls with voter 
registration forms to be used in agency offices. 

Each county will need to eszimate the number of forms required in all 
agency offices and order that number of forms from the Secretary of State. 

Over time, as we implement this program afrer January 1, 1925, 
elections officials will have precise data indicating the number of forms 
needed by each agency office. 

0.  Confidentiality 

1. Confidentiality of the identity of the agency a t  which the voter 
registered. Tine agency ponion of ;he federal law contains a requirement 
whicn is not included in the DMV ponion of the law. Section 8(a)(6) siates 
that ezch office shall "ensure that the identity of  the voter registration 
agency through which any panicular voter is regis~ered is not disclosed to 
the public." 

In otber words, the process used to offer an opponunity to register 
voters at social service agencies may not in any way disclose the source of 
that regisiration to the general public. 

The process described in this manusl was designed in large pan in 
order to  ensure the confidentiality of the source of agency locations. 



Specifically, the actual form to regisier to vote is inais:~ngu~sr;able from a 
"resular" form to regisier to vote. 

i ,, - 
It is Importan; to note that there is a possible "conflic:" in th~s  goal of 

cofifidentiality with the requirement in the federal law that counry e!ect~ons 
offices track acd re3ort the number of regisTrarion spplications recewed 
from agency offices. In order to track and repon this informaiion, you 
probably have to asslgn soeciiic biocks of  affidavit numbers to these asency 
locations and keep ;rack of those numbers from within each  bloc^ wkich are 
rerurned to your office. In this case, each elections official mus: enzcr 
adequate office procedures to ensure that the public does not have access 
to the list indicating which block o f  numbers is assigned to which q e n c y  
office. 

2. Confidentiality of  the "declination" to register to vote. 
The federel law also requires (secrion 7(a)(7)] that: "No information 

relairng to  a declination to register to vote in connection with an eoolicarion 
mzde at an (agency) office may be used for any purpose other than voter 
reqiszraiion. 

In other words, i f  a voter, for whatever reason, declines to regiszer to 
vote, that decision is entirely a private marrer and may not be mace known 
to the public. Specifically, the "Declination Form" described in seczion 1I.A 
above ("Parr One of  the Form --- The "Decl:nationm Form) which is retained 
by :he agency, etther in the client's application file or in some other location 
from which it can be retrieved, is not a public record. 

Pravidina materials and assistance in minoriw Ian- 

The federal law requires that agencies provide the same level of 
service to persons wishing to regis~er to  vote as they provide to clients 
completing applications for the services provided by that sgency. 

The Secretary of  State, in conformance with the Federal Voiing 
Rights Act, currently prints voter registration forms in the following 
languages, in combination wirh English: Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Japanese, and Tagalog. The Secretary of State will make these forms 
available to local elections officials who shall, upon request of an egency, 
supply those forms to  that agency. 

Each county elect~on official will have to determine if social service 
agency offices in his or her county provide applications in any of ihese 
languages and, i f  so, request a supply of  thes eforms from the Secretary of  



Siate for distribution to those agencaj offices. 
- - ' . -  (- 

Voter regisiration forms in languages not spec:fically required by the- 
Voting Rignts Act wiil not be provided. For example, if a local office 
provides language services to clients in Urdu, the agency office wiil not be 
provided with voter regis~raaon forms in Urdu. althousn it may be possible 
co translate and provide the declination form upon request. 

The NVRA provides that it is a crime for any person to know~ngly and 
willfully submit a voter registration zpplication that is known by the person 
to be materially false, fictitious or fraudulent. 

A person musi meet specific requirements to be eligible to register. -. 
I ne person must be at leas: 18 years of  age by the date of the next 
e!esrion, a United Siates citizen, a resident of Califorma, and not be in 
prison or on parole for convicrion of a felony or be judged a coun to be 
mentally incompetent. These requirements should be carefully explained to 
~pplicants. However, voter registration agency employees may not prohibir 
or inhibit a person in any way from registering to vote regardless of 

3 eligibility status. It may occur, however, that an employee will be aware F4 
that a person to whom voter registrztion assis:ance is provided is not a 
citizen or does not otherwise meet the requirements to register. 

Because of the penalty provision of the NVRA, voter registration 
employees should "flag" registrations for which they have specific I 

knowledge that the applicant does not meet these eligibility requirements, 
including citizenship, at the time assistance is provided, either by statements 
of the applicant or informat~on already provided in an application for 
benefits. The employee should not search the file to make a citizenship 
aetermination. 

The registration form along with the "flagw will be fonnrarded to the 
county electron offical, who will determine what action or invesiigation, i f  
any, to underrake. No idenrifying information should be provided in order to 
maintain compliance with any applicable state or federal confidentiality 
requirements. Since the NVRA requires the voter registration agency to 
forward completed regisiration forms to the e!ection official, the addition of 
z "flag" should not conflict with other federal confidentiality requirements. 

The Secretary of State will work with the State Health and Welfare 



Agency, local election officials, and voter regis~ration agencies to develop a 
uniform method and procedure for flagging questionable registrations. 

iL -.- 
111. CHANGES OF ADDRFSS AND RKFRTIFICATIONS - 

The federal law also requires thar each agency distribute a form to regisier 
to vote with each form used for recertification, renewal, or change of address 
[section 7(a) (6 ) (A) ) .  

IV. T R A N S M l r r A L L I N F S  

The federal law requires thar agency offices transmit completed registration 
forms to the elections official. If the regisvation form is received within five days 
of  a deadline to register to vote, the forms musi be trznsmined within five days of 
receipt by the agency. Since there are many local elections including special 
elections and other non-regularly scheduled e!ections, each azency office should 
transmir all voter regisiration cards within five days of receipt. 

Each election official should eszablish procedures and timetables for 
receiving complered forms from agency offices. 

In many cases, agency offices are forwarding completed regis;raiion forms 
on a daily basis, rather than wait~ng 5-10 days. Some agency offices may be able 
m transmit the completed forms to your office via inter-office mail. 

Any regisration form which is completed by a voter at an agency office 29 
days or more before the date of an election is, if otherwise valid, effective for that 
election, no matter when it is received by the election official (unless, of course, it 
is received afrer the election). 

For example, i f  a voter completes a form to regisxer to vote bur that form is 
delayed in transmirral and is not received by the elections official unrtl the day 
before the election, that voter is eligible under the federal law to cast a ballor in 
that election, and the ballot must be counted. . 

Elections officials should make even/ effort to facilitate the transmttraf of 
completed regisiration forms from agency offices in order to minimize the number 
of "late" registrations. Such facilitation will be important to minimize the number of 
provisional ballots you might have to process for a given elecdon. 

Even with a smooth transmittal process, if Murphy is right someone at an 



agency office will mis?lece reg~stratron forms for ;ne 27 mos; vocal persons in 

C your county, and these forms wrll rnagicslly be discoverea a week before the 
e!ectron. It  mighf be vlrrse to review your procecures for notrfyin~ polling gizcgs & ' 

late regrs:rations, or otherwrse Incorporailng these late repstrarlons into your ' -- f'- 
normal processes. 



. .  Attachment 111 

STATF OF CALIFORNIA-tEALTH AND WELFARE AGEKCY PETE WILSON. GOVERNOR - 
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 4 2 ? & ~  

'00 - 9TH STREET 
~CSAMENTO, CA 95814 . 1 

DMH INFORMATION NOTICE NO.: 96-03 
~ ~ R E c T ~ ~  tS 

TO: LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH DIRECTORS OFFICE 

LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM CHIEFS 
LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATORS $ , jV 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
CHAIRPERSONS, LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH BOARDS 4 

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT (NVRA) 
OF 1993 

REFERENCE: National Voter Registration Act 42 United States Code Section 1973gg 

EXPIRES : Retain Until Superseded I 

(Use In Conjunction With DMH Information Notice No.: 95-19) 

The purpose of this information notice is to provide additional implementation instructions 
and follow-up on the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) of 1993 to those individuals providing 
services in the mental health system. The NVRA was effective January 1, 1995. On May 4,1995, 
the United States District Court required the state to implement its previously submitted plan (Chapter 
4, Voter Registration at Social Services Agencies). DMH Information Notice No. 95-19 provided the 
counties with information on the implementation of the NVRA. However, it has come to our 
attention that some mental health providers would like further direction and clarification as to their 
roles and responsibilities under the provision5 of the NVRA. This notice is intended to address 
qbestions most frequently asked by county mental heath providers and state contract providers. 

To whom and when are voter re n serv~c!sprovided? - -. 

With very specific and limited exczptions, prychiatricpatients,.including those held 
involuntarily, have the right to.vote. Persons under cgnse_~a.torship.rnay exercise this right unless the 
court decides otherwise. Section 2208 of the California Elections Code states that a person is deemed 
mentally.incornpetent and therefore disqualified from voting if a guardian or conservator is appointed 
and during the course of any such proceedings the court sDecificallv finds that the person is not 
capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration. Persons judicially committed such as Not 
Guilty by Reason of Insanity (NGI), Penal Code Section 1026; Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST), 



DMH lnformat~on Notice No - 96-03 
Page 3 

3. If a mental health consumer is physically or mentally disabled (excluding those persons 
deter,nined by a court to be mentally incompetent, or who are in a crisis situation) and .annot sign the 
Voter Registration Form, helshe must malx a mark on the signature line ("x" or any other mark), 
witnessed by two persons. The staff person who is assist~ng the mental health consumer can be a 
witness. 

4. When offering or assisting mental health consumers with voter registration, make sure that 
helshe is made aware of the four (4) requirements that must be met to regigtk'f'tirudte (found in the 
first box of the Declination Form). 

5. The staff person who is assisting the mental health consumer with voter registration must 
make sure that the forms are completely filled oiitUSd signed-by2htmeiital h'ialth.consLqgr. 

6. When assisting a mental health consumer with voter registration services, the staff person 
does not have to complete Box 13 sind the Registration Form Receipt (stub) on the form. However, 
the staff person needs to fill out the bottom part of the Declination Fonn. 

7. To foster a cooperative working relationship with the various county election offices, each 
county should establish liaison with the local county election officials in its area. (Refer tb the roster 
of California election offices.) 

8. The appropriate county elections office in each county will supply voter registration forms 3 upon request. 

9. A Declination Form is attached and should be copied and distributed to the appropriate 
service providers. 

10. Voter Registration Forms in minority languages (in combination with English) La., 
Chinese, Japanese; Spanis~Vietnirhese; etc:-will be-made available by the local county-elections 
office! If the mental health consumer wishes a form in a language other than those available, provide 
that person with the W"iw%T State's 2011 Ifree~number~l400-345WOTBI- 

11. In order to maintain confidentiality, all voter registration forms and other related materials 
should be kept separate from mental health consumer case-filts. 

1 2. If a mental LA.P+ .-+ health - - - copsum$ri.~r&m -d&~&*inrson oq2yah,l, 
that hdshe h=Bod 'addrFGg; tfi6'SiEtil h e a l t h : c g ~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ t , b & e r e d  rrr*r*: the t.-a*r ~ ~ ~ t ~ . ~ t ~ ~  . ,, te ,J --.a 

update - . hisher - . - voter . . - .. -- registration ..C-UCr4U -L--e;)ur;)ur. by giving or mailing -J~-A--  a voter registration form --- - - -  toathat persos'. 

-.I--, .-.,.PII:-:.-.IP----t-*- ...,.. ..-. 
13.  If riiailing forms, fill obi-the bottom part of the Application fo Register-0- 

form and file tm- r , - , -  , , - - 



DMH Informat~on Notice No: 36-03 
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w i  2.  A separate file will be maintained for the Application to Register or Declination Form, 
which will be filed alphabeticallyby the mental health consumer's last name. 

3. To maintain federally-mandated standards pertaining to the confidentiality of information 
contained in the mental health consumer's case record, the completed Application to Register or 
Declination Form will nofJ>_e,filed-h ,ke-s.isc.file, 

4. In order to avoid conf%sion and potential delays in submission, each provider shouId,Tm~it-~~ 
dailytbasis; forward completed forms; including segregated questionable registrations t 0 . h  elections 
office in the county.where theprovider'is locattd. 

5. The county elections office requires that valid forms must be received by them at least 25 
days prior to the next election. To ensure that the 25 day deadline is met, each provider shall.obtaina 
copy.of . . ,@e n u  county - - election - - i , , . a . - L - -  schedule-fiom the elections office. Qifferent elections are held yearly and 
these vary fiom county to county. 

6. To avoid unnecessary mailing costs, do not bundle completed forms (except segregated 
questionable registrations) when transmitting these to the county; eactiWdividtial -foifnTs*elf- a 
stamped and:self-addressed? 

:*.- The Secretary of State and the county registrars continue to have primary responsibility for 
MrKA implementation. If you have any questions about this notice, however, please contact 
Kaye Antel-Berenson at (9 16) 654-0543. 

Sincerely, 

Systems of Care 

Enclosures 

cc: California Mental Health Planning Council 
Chief, Technical Assistance and Training 



ENCLOSURE A 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REGISTER TO VOTE? 

Must be a citizen of the United States. 
Must live In the Srate of Cal~fornia. 
Must be at least l a  years old by the date of the next electton, and. 

4. Must  nor currently be In prison or on parole for the conviction o f  a felony, or be judged by  a 
court to be mentally ~ncompetent to vote. 

WARNING: Under state and federal law, it is a crime to submit a voter registratton affidavit i f  you 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

1. Applying to  register or declining t o  register to vote wi l l  not affect the amount of  ssrirtance that 
you wiIl be provided by this agency. 

2. If you would like help in ftlling out the voter registration application form. we will help you. If's 
your choice. You may f i l l  out the appllcatton form in  private. 

3. If you decline to register to vote here today, that information is confident~al and may not be 
used for any purpose other than voter registration. If you do register to vote here today, that 
informatton. including the office at which you are registering, is also confidential. 

4. If you believe that someone has interfered with your right to register or to decline to register to 
vote. your rtght to privacy i n  deciding whether to  register or in  applying to register to vote, $r - 
your right to choose your own political pany or other political preference, you may file a . 
complaint with the Secretary o f  State by calling toll-free 800-345-VOTE or write to: Secretary 
o f  State, 1500 1 1 ih Street. Sacramento. CA, 95814. 

5. If you move to a new address, or if you change your name or want to change your political 

- 

Would you  like t o  apply to  register to vo te  here today? 

(Check One) 
I am already regts:rpec. :a vote at my current address, or I am not el~giole to regster to vore, 
and do not need an e~ol icat ion to reglster to vote. 

YES. I would like m :rgo:er to vote. [Please fill our the attached form) 

NO. I do not want ro register to vote. 

, (NOTE: IF YOU 00 NOT CHECK ANY BOX. YOU WILL I E  CONSIOERED TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AT 
1 THIS TIME.) 

' Please sign your name here* 
SIGNATURE DATE 

/ TI.. torm wlll be ra~unrd wth t h r  agency 

[For Agency Use Only) 
Voter registratton form comole!rd: YES NO DECLINED 
If appl~cant wanted to register. !orm was- GIVEN TO CLIENT MAILED 
If client declrned to register 3c: !a~led to sign declination form, check here 

9/95 



ELECTIOSS CODE 
Cnapler 3 CancelIat:on ang Voter Ftle hia~nlenance 

ESCLOSURE i! 

2202. 

and to any person for election. scholarly. journalistic, or political purposes, or for 
governmental purposes, as determined by the Secretary of State. 

(b) Tne hone address of any borer shall be released whenever the person's vote 
1s challenged punuant to Sections 15003, 15005 to 15007, inclusive, or 14240 to 
14253, mclus~ve The address shall be released only to the challenger, to elections 
off;ciaIs, and to other persons as necessary to make, defend against, or adjudicate . 
the challenge 

(c) A governmental entity, or officer or employee thereof, may not be held civilly 
liable as a result of d~sclosure of the informatron referred to in this section, unless 
by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(Added by Slats. 1994, c 1207, $8.) 
Chrpter3. Cancellation and Voter File Maintenance 

Article 1. General Pmvisions 

=On. Registration is permanent. 
The registration of a voter is permanent for all purposes during his or her life, 

unless and until the affidav~t of regisnation is canceled by the county elections 
offical for any o t the causes specified in this article. 

(Added by Slats 1991. c. 920,§2.) 

2201. Reasons for cancelling registration. 
The cowry elec5ons official shall cancel the registration in the following cases: ! 

(a) At the signed, written request of the penon registered. I 

, 
(b) When the mental incompetencyof the person registered is legally established 

as provlded in %ions 2208,2209,2210, and 2211. - 
(c) Upon prooi that the person is presently imprisoned or  on parole for convic- . 

tion of a felony. 
(d) Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancel- 

la tion to be made. 
(e) Upon the death of the person registered. 
(0 Pursuant to Arnc!e 2 (commencing wlth Seaion 2220). 
(g) Upon rece:pt oi any mailing returned by the postal service as undeliverable. 
(h) Lpon oificial n ~ h f i ~ a h ~ n  that the voter b registered to vote m another county 

or state. 
A blank airidav~t oi registranon shall immediately be mailed to the address irom 

which a cancellanon IS effected pursuant to subdivision (g). 
(Added by Slats. 1994, c. 920.92.) 

220% Preservation and recording standards of uncanceled affidavits; 
duplicate affidavit deemed an original. 

(a) The counq elecnons official shall preserve all uncanceled affidavits of 
registration. 

The aihdavia of regisnatlon shall constitute the register required to be kept by 
Amc!e 3 {comrnenc~ng wlth Section 2180) of Chapter 2 

(b) In lieu of rnamtaining uncanceled affidavits of registration, the county 
. clect~ons oifictal may, following the first general election after the date of regist=- 

tion, microiilm, record on opncal disc. or record on any other electronic medium 
that does not pemlt additions, deletions. or changes to the onginal document, the 
uncanceled affidavits of regrstratlon. The county elections official may dispose of 
any uncanceled affidavits of registration tmnsfemd punuant to thi w o n .  Any 
medium utilized by the county electionsoificial shall meet the mirumum standards, 
guldelines, or both, as recommend4 by the Amencan National Standards Institute, 



ELEC Sec. 2209, Mentally incompetent persons; review under Probate Code of capability to complcrc Page 1 
affidavit, findings by investigator, hearing - 

- 
WC<~*S k.nn.Cd.Elec.Code Sec. 2209 

WEST'S ANNOTATED CALIFORNIA CODES 
ELECTlONS CODE 

DIVISION 2. VOTERS 
CHAPTER 3. CANCELLATION AND VOTER 

FILE MAINTENANCE 
MTICLE 1. 'GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Current through the 1993-94 legislative sessions. 

Sec. 2209. Mentally incompetent persons; review 
under Probate Code of capability to complete 
affidavit; frndings by investigator; hearing 

(a) For conservatorships established pursuant to 
Division 4 (commencing with Section 1400) of the 
Probate Code. the court investigator shall, during 
the yearly or biennial review of the conservatorship 
as required by Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 
1850) of Part 3 of Division 4 of the Probate Code, 
review the person's capability of completing an 
affidavit of voter registration in accordance with 
Section 2150. 

and the coun shall so notify the county e l c a h s  
official. 

(c) If the person had not been found u, be 
incapable of completing an affidavit of vmcr 
reg~stration, and, the coun investigator cktermirrr; 
that the person is no longer capable of wmp&fing 
the affidavit, the investigator shall so noti& the 
coun. The court shall hold a heariug to delcrm'mt 
whether the person is capable of completing an 
affidavit of voter registration. and, if the coar~ 
determines that the person is not so able, the awrt 
shall order the person to be disqualifwd from vut& 
and the court will so notify the county tkahs 
official. 

CREDIT(S) 

1995 Interim Update 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920 (s.B. 1543). Sec. 2) 

(b) If the person had been disqualified from 
< < TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS > > 

voting by reason of being incapable of completing an 
affidavit of voter registration, the court investigator < For transitional pmvhbm, oer 

shall determine whether the person has become Elections Code Sec. 2, and Stau.19SW. c. 

capable of completing the affidavit, and, the 920 (S.B.1547), Sec. 3. > 
investigator shall so inform the coun. 

Tables 

If the investigator finds that the person is capable 
of completing the affidavit, the court shall hold a 
hearing to determine whether the person is in fact 
capable of completing the affidavit. If the person is 
found to be capable of completing the affidavit, the 
person's right to register to vote shall be restored 

< Disposition of Former Code 
in the Elections Code a d  DerivatiaD of 
Elections Code from Former Code Scdms. 
see Tables in General Materials (see R&. & 
Annos. from any section in tht Code), 
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California State Elections Officials 
Registrars of Voten or County Clerks 

t Bradley J. Clark 
Reg~strar of Voten + 

County of Alameda (01) 
1225 Fallon Street. Room G-1 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 2726973 
(510) 272-6982 Fax 
Hours 8.30 to 5:00 

Barbara K Jones 
County Clerk 
County of Alpine (02) 
99 Water (Fed. Ex. Only) 
P 0 Box 158 
Markleeville, CA 96120 
(916) 694-2281 
(916) 694-2491 Fax 
Houn 8-12 1-5 

Sheldon D. Johnson 
Registrar of Voters 
County o f  Amador (03) 
500 Argonaut Lane 
Jackson, CA 95642 
(209) 223-6465' 
i209j 2234691 F ~ X  
Hours 8 to 5 

Candace J. Grubbs 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Butte (04) 
25 County Center Dnve 
Oroville. CA 95965 
(91 6) 538-7761 
(916) 538-21 12 Fax 
Hours 9 to 4 (M-T) 
Office is Closed on Fridays 

Karen Vami 
County Clerk, Elections Dept 
County of Calavens (05) 
891 Mountain Ranch Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 
(209) 754-6376' 
(209) 754-6566 F ~ x  

Kathleen Moran 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Colusa (06) 
546 Jay Street 
Colusa. CA 95932 
(9 16) 458-0500' 
(916) 458-0510 Fax 
Houn 8:30 to 5 

Stephen L. Weir 
County Clerk 
County of Contra Costa (07) 
524 Main Street 
P 0 Box 271 
Martrnez, CA 94553 
(5 10) 64641 66' 
(51 0) 646-1385 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 

John 0. Alexander 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Del Norte (08) 
450 H Street Room 182 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
(707) 464-7205 
(707) 465-0383' 
(707) 4654005 Fax 
Hours 8-12 1-5 

Mlchele Mac lntyre 
Registrar of Voters 
County of El Dorado (09) 
P 0 Box 678001 
2850 Fairlane Court 
Placerville, CA 95667 
(916) 621 -7480' 
(91 6) 626451 4 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Susan 6. Andenon 
County ClerWRegistrar of 
Voters 
County of Fresno (10) 
2221 Kem Street 
Fresno, CA 93721 
(209) 488-3375 
(209) 488-3246' 
(209) 488-3219 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 

Carotyn Davis 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Glenn (11) 
526 Sycamore Street 
Willows, CA 95988 
(916) 934-6414' 
(916) 9344406 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Lindsey McW~lliarns 
County Clerk 
County of Humboldt (I 2)' 
3033 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 445-7481 
(707) 445-7678' 
H O U ~  8130-12 1-5 

Dolores Provencio 
County clerk-~ecorder 
County of Imperial (13) 
Courthouse 
939 West Main Streef 
Suite 6-4 

El Centro, CA 92243-2857 
(6 1 9) 3394226' 
(619) 3374182 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Beverly J. Harry 
County ClerWRegistmr of 
Voters 
County of lnyo (14) 
P 0 DRAWER F 
168 North Edwards 
Independence, CA 93526 
(61 9) 878-0224 
(619) 872-2712 Fax 
Houn 9-12 1-5 

Hugh Denton, Chief Oeputy 
Elections Office 
County of Kern (15) 
1 1 15 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
(805) 861-2625' 
(805) 861-2574 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 
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Roz Lever 
Reg~strar of Voters 
County of Orange (30) 
1300 South Grand Ave., 
Bldg C 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 
P 0 Box 11298 
Santa Ana. CA 9271 1 
(7 14) 567-7600' 
(7 14) 567-7556 
(714) 567-7627 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Jim McCauley 
County Clerk 
County of Placer (31) 
1 1544 C Avenue 
Auburn. CA 95603 
P 0 Box 5278 
Auburn, CA 95604 
(91 6) 889-7088 
(916) 889-7087 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 

Judith Wells 
County Clerk 
County of Plurnas (32) 
520 West Main Street 
P 0 Box 10207 
Quincy, CA 95971 
(916) 283-6305' 
(916) 283-6255 
(916) 283-6256 
(916) 283-641 5 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

California State Elections Officials 
Registrars of Voters or County Clerks 

Delfina E. Franco, Chief 
Deputy 
Registrar of Voters 
County of Rivenide (33) 
1260 Palrnynta Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92507 
(909) 275-8700' 
(909) 275-8733 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 
Closed alternate Fridays 

Ernest R. Hawkins 
Reg~strar of Voters 
County of Sacramento (34) 
3700 Branch Center Road 
Sacramento, CA 95827-3892 
(9 16) 366205 1' 
(916) 3664116 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

John R. Hodges 
County Clerk 
County of San Benito (35) 
Courthouse, Room 206 . 
440 Fifth Street 
Holhster, CA 95023-3843 
(408) 637-3786 
(408) 637-1 057' 
No Fax number 
Houn 8 to 5 

Ingrid Gonzales 
Registrar of Voters 
County of San Bernardino 
(36) 
777 East Rialto Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA 
9241 5-0770 
(909) 387-8300' 
(909) 387-2022 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Mikel Haas 
Reg~strar of Voters (Acting) 
County of Son Diego (37) 
5201-1 Ruffin Road 
San Oiego, CA 92123 
P 0 Box 85093 
San Diego, CA 92186-5093 
(6 19) 565-5800' 
(619) 570-1061' 
(61 9) 694-2955 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Germaine Q. Wong 
Registrar of Voters 
Clty and County of San 
Francisco (38) 
633 Folsom Street, Suite 109 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 5544375. 
(4 1 5) 554-7344 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Larry 0 Tunison 
Reg~strar of Voters 
County of San Joaquin (39) 
24 South Hunter, Room 202 
StocMon. CA 95202 
P 0 Box 810 
Stockton. CA 952014810 
(209) 468-2885 
(209) 468-2889 Fax 
Hours 8 to 5 

Julie Rodewald 
County Clerk - Elections 
Div~sion 
County of San Luis Oblspo 
(40) 
1 144 Monterey Street Ste. A 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
93408-3237 
(805) 781-5228' : 
(805) 781-1111 F@c 
Hours 8 to 5 

Warren Slocum 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of San Matto (41) 
2200 Broadway, 2nd Floor 
Redwood City. CA 94063 
(4 1 5) 3 12-5222 
No Fax number 
Hours 8 to 5 

Kenneth A Pettit 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Sanb Barban 
(42) 
Courthouse Basement 
1 100 Anacapa Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
P 0 Box 159 
Santa Barbara, CA 
9310241 59 
(805) 568-2200' 
(805) 568-2209 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 
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California State Elections Omcials 
Registrars of Voters or County Clerks 

Tony aemhard 
County Clerk 
County of Yolo (57) 
625 Court Street Room 805 
Woodland. CA 95695 
P 0 Box 1820 
Woodland, CA 95776 
(91 6) 66681 33' 
(916) 6668123 Fax 
Houn 8 to 5 

Frances Fairey 
County Clerk-Recorder 
County of Yuba (58) 
935 14th Street 
Marysville, CA 95901 -5793 
(9 16) 74 1-43 1 
(9 16) 74 16545' 
(916) 741-6285 F a  
Hours 8 to 5 



COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

STANDARD PRACTICE 

DEPARTMENT BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SUBJECT 

FAX-SENDING CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
BY FACSIMILE 

NO 2-1.40 ISSUED 1/29/02 
PAGE 1 OF 2 

BY Lee Russell EFFECTM 7/91 
APPROVED 

I. PURPOSE 

To insure that all information sent by Facsimile (FAX) is received by the correct 
party, protected for confidentiality, and is in compliance with the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). 

11. POLICY 

A. Not all information to be FAXed will be medical record information, but all 
information to be FAXed must be treated with the same CONFIDENTIAL 
guidelines. 

B. Medical Records must be kept confidential, and the facility shall safeguard the 
information against "loss, defacement, tampering or use by unauthorized 
persons". Title 22, CA code of Regulations (CCR, Sections 70707 and 
70751(b). Behavioral Health records are particularly sensitive and require 
special safeguard (W&I) code 5328 et seq.) 

C. FAX machines may be used to transmit confidential information, but reasonable 
care must be taken to assure the information reaches the correct destination, e.g., 
calling to confirm that the designated contact person is there to receive before 
information is transmitted. 

D. FAX CONFIDENTIAL 1 MEDICAL RECORD INFORMATION ONLY 
WHEN ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. When there is no emergency, 
confidential/medical record information must be sent through normal channels 
such as regular mail. 

E. No personal material will be sent or received on the Behavioral Health 
Department FAX machines. 

111. PROCEDURE 

A. Is there client information in what you are about to fax? Do you need a valid 
authorization to release this confidential information? If so, this is medical 
record information. Have your clinic's medical record clerk handle this FAX- 
release or contact a Medical Record clerk at BHRC, 421-9350. 

B. Always use a FAX COVER SHEET. See the DBH approved sample on 
Attachment 1. 
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